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Fig. 1 Age-sex chart of trafficked children
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Fig. 6 Trafficking age and length of captivity of children, most of whom are regarded as sons or daughters
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Spatiotemporal characteristics and formation mechanism of
child trafficking in China based on "successful cases"

LI Gang'?, WANG Huijuan'?, TAN Ran"?, FU Ying"?
(1. College of Urban and Environmental Sciences, Northwest University, Xi'an 710127, China;
2. Shaanxi Key Laboratory of Earth Surface System and Environmental Carrying Capacity, Northwest
University, Xi'an 710127, China)

Abstract: Criminal child trafficking has caused huge losses and damage to society and
families. In recent years, it has drawn considerable attention. Current studies on the topic have
made little progress because of the lack of relevant empirical research and overall knowledge,
particularly about the macroscopic features of child trafficking in China. Consequently, based
on 647 pieces of data for children who have successfully found their relatives, including
parents, through the online public platform "Baobeihuijia", the sociodemographic and
spatiotemporal features and formation mechanism of child trafficking in China were examined.
SPSS and ArcGIS analysis methods were used from the perspective of crime geography. This
study found that the main purpose of trafficking was for forced adoption, and the total amount
of trafficking of male children is higher than that of female children. The trafficking ages are
closely related to sex, with younger ages at higher risk. The probability of being abused and the
probability of recovery is fluctuates notably with age. Trafficking migration happens more
frequently between rural areas. The amount of child trafficking crime since 1930 generally
increased with some fluctuations and peaked during the 1980s and 1990s. The monthly changes
are affected by temperature and air quality, and are related to the frequency and intensity of
population migration. The average period of captivity of a trafficked child is 21. 28 years, and
there is a weak negative correlation between age and length of captivity. The core area of
supply is concentrated in Southwest China, while the core areas of demand are concentrated in
South China and North China. The two crime flows have formed between the three crime
areas: the southern route was from Southwest China to South China and the northern route was
from Southwest China to North China. Much larger flows of child trafficking occur on the
southern route than on the northern route. Both supply and demand crimes occurred in the
southeast half of the Heihe- Tengchong Line. Child trafficking presented a geographical
proximity effect, and reflux phenomena occurred in several provinces and cities. The "gradient"
difference of the factors between different regions is favorable to the "push-pull" effect of
trafficking migration. Finally, recommendations are offered from different aspects and levels
for crime prevention and control.

Keywords: child trafficking; spatiotemporal distribution; trafficking route; formation mecha-
nism; China



